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President's overall budget by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) .  Thus OMB is the focal point of decisions in the executive branch on the coordination of the budget for science and the administration of support.
The Office of Science and Technology Policy/ the President's science advisory apparatus, is the principal science adviser to OMB.  The form of the office has changed periodically since President Eisenhower established it in 1957; it assumed its present shape in 1976 under P.L. 94-282.  It has significant influence on the administration's budgets for science and technology and on related policies emerging from OMB. The act that created the office also reestablished the Federal Coordinating Council on Science, Engineering, and Technology, which had first been set up by Eisenhower in 1959.33 Theoretically, the council is a mechanism that permits the science agencies, under the leadership of the Office of Science and Technology Policy, to consider broad issues and make recommendations to it and to OMB.  In practice, the council is limited in what it can achieve. Both tradition and the law strictly limit federal agencies' unilateral dealings with their fellow agencies, with Congress, or with their many constituencies.  This executive discipline is enforced by OMB and carefully monitored by Congress.
Congress
Congress plays a leading role in federal involvement in science and technology.  In this role it can call on the General Accounting Office, the Office of Technology Assessment, and the Congressional Research Service for help in coping with the complex system it has created and superintends.  The pluralistic nature of congressional command has increased with time.  The committees responsible for the overall missions of the departments have generally continued to handle the appropriations and oversight of the science agencies within those departments. More than a score of committees in Congress now have direct jurisdiction over one or another aspect of the federal science agencies.
In recent years, authorizing committees have come to share more fiscal control over science with the appropriations subcommittees.  Some of the science agencies depend on authorizations that must be renewed periodically and that set ceilings on the appropriations.  These controls permit the committees to hold hearings on the